GLASGOW TO EDINBURGH CANAL CHALLENGE 2011

October 8/9th 

A really beautiful canal, recently restored and with some amazing views of the countryside as you travel West to East. The race started in Glasgow in the re generated wharf area of Port Dundas on the Forth and Clyde Canal. Approximately 50 competitors in a variety of classes, K1, K2, C2 and team entries all set off in the rain on a typically Scottish overcast day. 

The first stage from Glasgow to the Falkirk Wheel is 23.5 miles (37.8 km) with four portages in the last five miles. There is a tow path along the entire length of the canal but river weeds separate the canal from the path most of the time!  There are several aqueducts over motorways and railway lines which provided great vantage points and bridges which give access for service crews. 

The end of the first day takes you to the base of the very impressive engineering feat, the Falkrik Wheel. Built in 2000 it operates a boat lifting service for canal traffic travelling from the Forth and Clyde Canal to the Union Canal, a height of 115 feet (35 meters). Using Archimedes principles of water movement and only the equivalent power of one light bulb the concrete scoops are surprisingly graceful as they move. 

The second stage starts just above the wheel on the Union Canal and finishes right in the heart of Edinburgh a distance of 31 miles (50km). This is a contour canal with no locks or portages. Right at the start there is a 0.4 mile (0.64km) tunnel and along the length there are more aqueducts and plenty of bridges for service crew’s. The wind was incredibly strong and the sky grey, but it had stopped raining!  Again the tow path runs along side but is not often accessible from the canal. Leaves lying thick in the water were the only real navigational problem. 

The first day there was a large window for finishing times giving crews the chance to pick their departure times. The second day boats were released in reverse order, slowest first, however we discovered that the locals took little notice of this, using start times as part of the race tactic! 

Ian and I completed stage one in 3hrs 40 mins and stage two in 5hrs 26 mins taking second place K2, less than two minutes behind the winners. Our overall time was 9:06:27 to complete the 53.5 mile (87.8km) course. A big thank you, to my sister who was our service crew, never missing a meeting point and cheerful throughout despite the wind and rain.
[image: image1.jpg]e ‘R







[image: image2.jpg]




                     


