We are putting together a series of night paddles aimed at those of you who are doing DW straight through. The plan is to do these on Friday evenings so that paddlers and service crews can complete most of the stretch of the river that is going to be in complete darkness, not quite all of the night sections are covered, but this program will help.  

The stages have been designed to incorporate some of the more important service crew locations so that crews have a chance to familiarise themselves with finding and servicing these points in the dark. Crews and paddlers will have to think about ways of identifying their incoming boat/paddlers on the water and the paddlers a way of identifying their crews. Simple methods of clothing and lighting are usually the most successful but need to be original to reduce the chances of being confused with someone else!  At the start of each section we will go through the relevant service crew points with everyone during the briefing, the best approach routes, timings etc. 

For the paddlers it is a chance to familiarise yourself with the route in the dark and to practice portaging in the dark. 

The plan is to complete  Marsh to Maidenhead  (approx 16 miles) on the 20th Jan, 

                                       Longridge to Old Windsor (approx 17 miles) on the 27th Jan

                                       Old Windsor to Sunbury Rollers (approx 13 miles) on the 3rd Feb

                                       Chertsey to Teddington (approx 12 miles) on the 10th Feb 

We thought we would suggest a meeting time of 6.30 for a 6.45 briefing and 7pm start but we
may have to adjust this for the starts that are further away to make sure people have time to get from work, collect a boat and get to the start etc...
If you are interested in taking part in some or all of these paddles perhaps you could email back to confirm interest so that we can make some plans for accurate start times. Start times will be based on previous paddle data with the aim of ensuring that everyone is safely off the water within a small window of time. A list of exact start and finish locations and confirmation of the start times will follow soon! 
Please make sure that your boat has appropriate lighting fore and aft and that you are visible to other river traffic. Spare batteries and lights should be carried by service crews just in case please. Buoyancy aids and a mobile (in a dry bag) are compulsory for this series of night paddles. We advice/suggest that paddlers to carry spare clothes, survival bag and food similar to that required for DW in their boats. Apart from the safety aspect this will provide good practice at storing equipment and doing portages with the boat and kit attached. 
Please refer to the DW website for the paddlers rules at http://www.dwrace.org.uk/docs/Senior%20Doubles%20rules.pdf  

and for service crews rules covering restrictions on locations, lighting, etc. at :   http://www.dwrace.org.uk/docs/Rules%20for%20Supporters.pdf   

Please note that if you wish us to revise the start times so that you are able to attend then please email and give us as much information as you can about your specific requirements.  

Hope to see you there!!! 

